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Concerto No. 1 in G minor for Piano and Orchestra, Op. 25 (1831) 
Molto allegro con fuoco Felix Mendelssohn 
Andante (1809-1847) 
Presto - Molto allegro e Vivace 
Carlyn Morenus, Piano 
Symphony No. 88 in G Major (1787) 
Adagio - Allegro 
Largo 
Menuetto: Allegretto 
Allegro con spirito 
































Concerto No. I for Piano 
Born in Hamburg, Germany in February of 1809 into a family of wealthy and respected 
Jewish Talmuddic scholars, Felix Mendelssohn ·lived a rather short life when he died of a 
sudden illness. Like Mozart, however, Mendelssohn's musical talent and great creativity had 
brought to the world a wealth of about 250 compositions. Mendelssohn's reputation is firmly 
established by the popularity and respect held by his symphonies and in particular, his famous 
Violin Concerto, but Mendelssohn also wrote a substantial number of piano works that enjoy 
less recognition. Mendelssohn's compositional career was also linked to his conducting 
career, with him serving as founder and musical director of the Leipzig Gewandhaus 
Orchestra. 
Mendelssohn was also a great virtuosic piarust, and his Concerto No. 1 was a perfect 
showcase for his pianism. The Concerto was conceived completely in his head during his 
Italian journeys of the early l 830's, out of which his well-known "Italian" Symphony was also 
born. It was then set down on paper in three days in Munich, where it was first performed in 
I 832. The Concerto is planned economically and bears some resemblance to the fantasia 
form: the first two movements run together without pause and the finale is improvisatory in 
style. Mendelssohn wrote this concerto when he was only 22 years of age. Throughout the 
work listeners can feel the youthfulness of the composer, for whom life was romantic and full 
of joy. 
Symphony No. 88 
Franz Joseph Haydn is generally viewed as the founding father of the Classical symphonic 
tradition, and his music serves as the bridge between the old Baroque style and the new 
Classical style. Haydn was born on March 31, 1732 in Rohran, Austria and during his long 
life he initiated a series of striking changes in compositional style. These changes serveci,as a 
reflection of the rapid transition of Western art traditions underway throughout Europe at the 
end of the I 8ili and beginning of the l 9ili centuries. Under Haydn's influence, the symphony 
and string quartet forms came to life. 
Up to about 1779, Haydn's main task had been to compose and lead instrumental as well as 
operatic music as the Kapellmeister for the court of Prince Paul Anton Esterhazy. However, 
when Haydn's employment contract of January 1, 1779 ended, Haydn turned his efforts to 
composing for publishers and private patrons. His important works from the period of 1785-
90 include piano trios, string quartets, and symphonies. 
Symphony No. 88 is written after his so-called "Paris" symphonies (nos. 82-87). The Paris 
Symphonies and symphonies nos. 88-92 saw a change from a period of rather casual stylistic 
variety to one of expansion; of individual growth and development. The change was a direct -
. result of foreign commissions: the ordering of six symphonies for Paris. Haydn at this point of 
time wrote most of these symphonies with the Parisian orchestra - reports of whose size and 
virtuoso standards would surely have reached his ears - and the French audience in mind. 
Some of the movements use French folk-songs as thematical material, and others use certain 
rhythmic elements that resemble certain French dances. The Paris symphonies are a 
remarkable fusion of brilliance, elegance and warmth. The emotional range is the biggest in 
Haydn's symphonies since the Sturm und Drang period of Haydn's middle period many years 
earlier. 
The Symphony No. 88 enjoys an almost chamber-music-like virtuosic playing of its fast 
movements and a very solemn, expressive Largo movement with a subtle theme and 
variations structure. The striking dynamic, tempi, and emotional contrasts throughout the 
Symphony are very much hallmarks of Haydn's general compositional style. The Symphony 
No. 88, along with other major works of the Paris period, mark the very important change and 
transition between Haydn's middle years and his crowning compositional achievements in the 
final groups of "London" symphonies (nos. 93-104). 
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Glenn Block is the Director of Orchestras and Opera and Professor of Conducting at Illinois 
State University and Music Director of the Youth Symphony of Kansas City's Symphony 
Orchestra. Since 1983, he has led the Kansas City Youth Symphony program to being one of 
the largest and most recognized youth symphony programs in the country. 
Prior to coming to Illinois in the fall of 1990, Dr. Block served for 15 years as Director of 
Orchestras and Professor of Conducting at the Conservatory of Music of the University of 
Missouri - Kansas City and Music Director of the Kansas City Civic Orchestra. Born in 
Brooklyn, New York, Dr. Block was educated at the Eastman School of Music. He received 
his Ph.D. from the University of California at San Diego. 
A frequent guest conductor, he has appeared in over 42 states with all-state and professional 
orchestras. This year, he will be conducting the all-state orchestras of Texas, Wisconsin, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and regional orchestras in Illinois, Missouri and Kansas . 
Foreign guest conducting has included a residency at the Fountainebleau Conservertoire in 
France, and appearances in Estonia, Russia, France, Italy, Spain and Colombia. Since I 983, 
Dr. Block has led the Youth Symphony of Kansas City on three international tours to Spain 
(1992), Canada (1996) and Italy (2000) and three national tours to Chicago, St. Louis and 
New York 's Carnegie Hall. The Youth Symphony of Kansas City was also invited by MENC 
to be the broadcast orchestra for the 1995 World's Largest Concert and to perform at the 1996 
MENC annual convention. Beginning the summer of 2000, Dr. Block and the Youth 
Symphony of Kansas City were invited to appear as Festival Orchestra at the Western Slopes 
Music Festival in Crested Butte, Colorado. 
During summers, Dr. Block serves as Resident Conductor of the Western Slopes Music 
Festival in Crested Butte, Colorado. He has also served on the faculty of the National Music 
Camp at Interlochen as Resident Conductor of the World Youth Symphony Orchestra, and at 
the Interlachen Arts Academy as Visiting Conductor. In addition, he has served as Music 
Director of the Summer Festival Orchestra at the Rocky Ridge Music Center in Estes Park, 
Colorado. 
Dr. Block has been widely recognized as a teacher of conducting, perfonning master classes 
throughout the United States, Canada, Europe and South America. In the summer of 1995, he 
was on the faculty of the National String Workshop at the University of Wisconsin - Madison 
as principal conducting teacher. Since 1995, Dr. Block has served as Conference Director of 
the nationally recognized summer conducting workshop, The Conductors Studio at Illinois 
State University. 
Glenn Block is married to Nancy Cochran, Chair of the Instrumental Studies Division, 
Professor of Horn at the University of Missouri - Kansas City, and recent past president of 
the International Horn Society. They have three children. 
Carlyn Morenus joined the Illinois State University piano faculty in 1999, and serves as 
Keyboard Ar~a Coordinator and Group Piano Coordinator. She maintains an active 
performing schedule as a solo pianist, collaborative pianist and chamber musician, perfonning 
repertoire from Bach to Ginastera, with particular emphasis on the piano music of Schubert 
and Haydn. · 
Before coming to Illinois , Dr. Morenus taught at the University of Texas at Austin and 
Vincennes University (Indiana), and has directed independent teaching studios in Texas and 
California. She holds degrees from the University of Texas at Austin , the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, and the University of Southern California. Principal teachers have 
included Howard Karp, Lita Guerra and Robert Ward. Other influential teachers have 
included Martha Hilley, Dorothy Judy Klein, Malcolm Hamilton and Jean Barr. 
'Upcoming 'Events 
November 
02 KRH 8:00 p.m. Guest Artist, Jozsef Balog, piano 
I 05 KRH 3:00 p.m. Concert Choir & Madrigal Singers 
05 HA 7:00 p.m. African Drumming & Dance 
07 KRH 7:00 p.m. Sonneries Quintet I 
08 KRH 7:30 p.m. Guitar Ensemble and Friend 
09 KRH 8:00 p.m. Honors Recital I 10 KRH 7:00 p.m. Encore! Jazz Choir 
11 KRH 8:00 p.m. Opera Production I 12 FUMC 3:00 p.m. Treble Choir & University Choir 
12 CH 212 7:00 p.m. Percussion Ensemble 
13 KRH 8:00 p.m. !SU Music Factory I 
14 KRH 8:00 p.m. Ricard Trio 
16 BA 7:30 p.m. Symphonic Winds, Symphonic Band, I University Bands 
19 KRH 3:00 p.rn. Chamber Winds 
21 KRH 7:30 p.rn. Guitar Studio Recital I 
December 
03 BSC 4:00 p.m. Music for the Holidays 11 
Afaarigaf 'Dinners 
I 'Bone Student Center Circus '!(porn 
'.Dates 'limes 
November 29, 30 6:30 p.rn. II December 1,2,6, 7,8, 9, 13, 14, 15 6:30 p.m. December9 12:00 p.m. 
KRH Kemp Recital Hall, Centennial East Bldg. 
BA Braden Auditorium 
BRLM Bone Student Center Ballroom 
FUMC First United Methodist Church, Normal 
CH212 Cook Hall 212 
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